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Africa in the World Economy 

Fall 2011

Wednesday 2-4pm, room 736, 19 W. 4th Street

By William Easterly, Professor of Economics (Joint with Africa House)

This class asks: Why is Africa poor? How can it become richer?

There is no textbook for the class, but this article will be a sort of short textbook, supplemented by the articles below:

William Easterly, Can the West Save Africa?, Journal of Economic Literature, September 2008 (available on the author’s web site http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/57_easterly_canthewestsaveafrica_prp.pdf)
(don’t be scared of too many articles and books! We will cover in class the main point of each one.)

Tragedy, Stereotype, Western Perspective, and Reality

Can the West Save Africa? pp. 1-14

Alex  de Waal (1998), Famine Crimes: Politics & the Disaster Relief Industry in Africa, Indiana University Press
Suke Wolton (2000), The Loss of White Prestige: Lord Hailey, the Colonial Office and the Politics of Race and Empire in the Second World War, Palgrave MacMillan (Oxford)
Mark Mazower, 2009, No Enchanted Palace: The End of Empire and the Ideological Origins of the United Nations, Princeton University Press
Nick Callather, 2010.  The Hungry World: America’s Cold War Battle Against Poverty in Asia, Harvard University Press (lessons for today’s perspective on Africa!)
Pre-colonial factors

Bockstette, Valerie, Areendam Chanda, and Louis Putterman, 2002, “States and Markets: the Advantage of an Early Start,” Journal of Economic Growth, 7, 347-369

Comin, Diego, William Easterly, and Erick Gong, “Was the Wealth of Nations Determined in 1000 B.C.?”, American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics 2 (July 2010): 65–97
http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/60_easterly_comin_gong_wealthofnations_prp.pdf
Nunn, Nathan, “Historical Legacies: A Model Linking Africa’s Past to its Current Underdevelopment”, Journal of Development Economics, 83 (2007), 157–175.
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/nunn/files/legacy_jde.pdf
Putterman, Louis and David Weil “Post-1500 Population Flows and the Long Run Determinants of Economic Growth and Inequality”, Quarterly Journal of Economics 125:4, November 2010, http://www.nber.org/papers/w14448
Wacziarg, Romain and Enrico Spolaore, “The Diffusion of Development”, Quarterly Journal of Economics, May 2009, vol. 124, no. 2 

Slave trade

Nunn, Nathan, “The Long-Term Effects of Africa’s Slave Trades,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, 123 (2008), 139–176.
http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/nunn/files/empirical_slavery.pdf
Sacerdote, Bruce. “Slavery and the Intergenerational Transmission of Human Capital."The Review of Economics and Statistics, Vol. 87, Issue 2 - May, 2005. http://www.dartmouth.edu/~bsacerdo/wpapers/Slavery3.pdf
Nathan Nunn, "Historical Legacies: A Model Linking Africa's Past to its Current Underdevelopment," Journal of Development Economics, Vol. 83, No. 1, May 2007, pp. 157-175, http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/nunn/files/legacy_jde.pdf
Nunn N, Wantchekon L. 2010. The slave trade and the origins of mistrust in Africa. Forthcoming, American Economic Review. http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/nunn/files/Manuscript_MS_AER_2009_0252_R2.pdf
Colonialism

Alesina, Alberto, William Easterly and Janina Matuszeski, Artificial States, Journal of the European Economic Association, 9, no. 2, (April 2011): 246-277.

Feyrer, James D., and Bruce Sacerdote, “Colonialism and Modern Income: Islands as Natural Experiments,” Review of Economics and Statistics, May 2009, 91(2): 245–262

http://www.nber.org/papers/w12546
Does Aid Help or Hurt Africa? 

Can the West Save Africa? 2008, PP. 9-29.
Werker, Eric, Faisal Z. Ahmed, and Charles Cohen. 2009. "How Is Foreign Aid Spent? Evidence from a Natural Experiment." American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 1(2): 225–44.


http://www.cid.harvard.edu/neudc07/docs/neudc07_s5_p14_werker.pdf
Rajan, Raghuram G. and Arvind Subramanian, “Aid and Growth: What Does the Cross-Country Evidence Really Show?”, July 2007, Review of Economics and Statistics
http://www.nber.org/papers/w11513
Easterly, William and Claudia Williamson, Rhetoric versus Reality: The Best and Worst of Aid Agency Practices, World Development, 2011

http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2010/08/61_easterly_williamson_rhetoricvsreality_prp.pdf
Djankov, Simeon, Jose Montalvo and Marta Reynal-Querol, “The Curse of Aid”, Journal of Economic Growth, June 2009.
Why can’t we just pave the roads?! Aid and Development interventions in Africa: theory and evidence

Can the West Save Africa?, pp. 29-46, 74-76.

Lant Pritchett, Michael Woolcock,Matt Andrews, Capability Traps? The Mechanisms of Persistent Implementation Failure, mimeo Harvard Kennedy School, 2010. http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/lpritch/NEW%20docs,%20ppts,%20etc/capability%20traps%20wpversion.pdf
Duflo, Esther, Rachel Glennerster, and Michael Kremer. 2008. “Using Randomization in Development Economics Research: A Toolkit” in Handbook of Development Economics, Volume 4, North-Holland
Kremer, Michael and Alaka Holla (2008) “Pricing and Access: Lessons from Randomized Evaluations in Education and Health”, in W. Easterly and J. Cohen, editors, What Works in Development? Thinking Big vs. Thinking Small, Brookings Institution Press. 

Deaton, Angus, Instruments, randomization, and learning about development, Journal of Economic Literature, 48 (June 2010), pp. 424-455 http://www.princeton.edu/~deaton/downloads/deaton%20instruments%20randomization%20learning%20about%20development%20jel%202010.pdf
Chaudhury, Nazmul, Jeffrey Hammer, Michael Kremer, Karthik Muralidharan, and F. Halsey Rogers "Missing in Action: Teacher and Health Worker Absence in Developing Countries," Journal of Economic Perspectives—Volume 20, Number 1—Winter 2006—Pages 91–116

http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/089533006776526058
Banerjee, Abhijit and Esther Duflo, Poor Economics: A Radical Rethinking of the Way to Fight Global Poverty, Public Affairs, 2011.

Education

Can the West Save Africa? Pp. 47-53

Clemens, Michael A. 2004 The Long Walk to School: International education goals in historical perspective  Center for Global Development Working Paper 37. 


http://www.cgdev.org/files/2754_file_cgd_wp037.pdf
Glewwe, Paul, Michael Kremer, and Sylvie Moulin (2007), Many Children Left Behind? Textbooks and Test Scores in Kenya, July


http://www.economics.harvard.edu/faculty/kremer/files/kntxtb18_2007July10.pdf
Kremer,  Michael, Edward Miguel, and Rebecca Thornton, Incentives to Learn, Harvard mimeo, January 2007

http://www.nber.org/papers/w10971
Filmer, Deon and Lant Pritchett. 1999. “What Education Production Functions Really Show: A Positive Model of the Allocation of Educational Expenditures.” Economics of Education Review (March 1999).
Pritchett, Lant. 2006. “Does Learning to Add Add Up?” Chapter 11 in Handbook of Education Economics, North Holland. http://ksghome.harvard.edu/~lpritch/
Hanushek, Eric and Ludger Woessmann "The Role of Cognitive Skills in Economic Development", Journal of Economic Literature 46(3), September 2008.

http://edpro.stanford.edu/hanushek/admin/pages/files/uploads/cognitive_skills.pdf
Health

Can the West Save Africa? Pp. 53-64

Levine, Ruth. Case Studies in Global Health: Millions Saved, Jones and Bartlett: Sudbury MA, 2007.
Kremer, Michael and Edward Miguel, WORMS: IDENTIFYING IMPACTS ON EDUCATION AND HEALTH IN THE PRESENCE OF TREATMENT EXTERNALITIES, Econometrica, Vol. 72, No. 1 (January, 2004), 159–217

http://dss.ucsd.edu/~dlake/courses/PS204A/documents/MiguelandKremer.pdf
Cutler, David, Angus Deaton, and Adriana Lleras-Muney. 2006. The Determinants of Mortality. Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 20, No. 3, Summer.
http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.20.3.97
Deaton, Angus. Income, Health, and Well-Being around the World: Evidence from the Gallup World Poll, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Vol. 22, No. 2, Spring 2008 

http://pubs.aeaweb.org/doi/pdfplus/10.1257/jep.22.2.53
Acemoglu, Daron and Simon Johnson, Disease and Development: The Effect of Life Expectancy on Economic Growth, Journal of Political Economy 115, pp. 925-985, December 2007

http://econ-www.mit.edu/files/4478
Zwane, Alix Peterson and Michael Kremer, 2007, What Works in Fighting Diarrheal Diseases in Developing Countries? A Critical Review, World Bank Research Observer, forthcoming.

http://www.hks.harvard.edu/var/ezp_site/storage/fckeditor/file/pdfs/centers-programs/centers/cid/publications/faculty/wp/140.pdf
Minakawa, Noboru,  Gabriel O Dida, George O Sonye, Kyoko Futami, Satoshi Kaneko Unforeseen misuses of bed nets in fishing villages along Lake Victoria, Malaria Journal 2008, 7:165 

http://www.biomedcentral.com/content/pdf/1475-2875-7-165.pdf
England, Roger. 2008. “The writing is on the wall for UNAIDS,” BMJ  2008;336:1072 (10 May), doi:10.1136/bmj.39569.497708.94

http://www.bmj.com/content/336/7652/1072.full.pdf
David Canning, The Economics of HIV/AIDs in Developing Countries: The Case for Prevention, Journal of Economic Perspectives, Summer 2006.

http://www.hsph.harvard.edu/pgda/WorkingPapers/2006/PGDA_WP_18.pdf
Filmer, Deon and Lant Pritchett. 1999. “The Impact of Public Spending on Health: Does Money Matter?”, Social Science and Medicine v. 49 (October 1999).
Kremer, Michael, Jessica Leino, Edward Miguel and Alix Pererson Zwane. 2008. “Spring Cleaning: Rural Water Impacts, Valuation, and Institutions”, Working Paper, February

http://www.nber.org/papers/w15280
Markets and Networks

Fafchamps, Marcel, “Spontaneous Markets, Networks, and Social Capital: Lessons from Africa”, in The Microeconomics of Institutions, Tim Besley and Raji Jayaraman (eds.), MIT Press, 2010. http://www.economics.ox.ac.uk/members/marcel.fafchamps/homepage/venicexb.pdf
Fafchamps, Marcel, Sanjeev Goyal and Marco van der Leij. “Matching and network effects,” forthcoming Journal of European Economic Association,

http://www.economics.ox.ac.uk/members/marcel.fafchamps/homepage/netecon.pdf
Culture, Values, and Democracy

Tabellini, Guido, “The Scope of Cooperation: Values and Incentives,” Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol. 123, 2008, pp. 905–950.

ftp://ftp.igier.uni-bocconi.it/wp/2007/328.pdf
Luigi Guiso, Paola Sapienza, Luigi Zingales, Civic Capital as the Missing Link, in Jess Benhabib, Alberto Bisin and Matthew Jackson, editors, Handbook of Social Economics, North Holland 2010
William Easterly, Democratic Accountability in Development: The Double Standard, published in Social Research, Winter 2010.
Persson, Torsten and Guido Tabellini, “Democratic Capital: The Nexus of Political and Economic Change”, American Economic Journal: Macroeconomics, 2010. 

ftp://ftp.igier.uni-bocconi.it/wp/2006/308.pdf
Easterly, William. “Benevolent Autocrats.” Working paper, August 2011.

http://williameasterly.files.wordpress.com/2011/09/benevolent-autocrats-easterly-draft.pdf
